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Welcome

At BIMM Institute Hamburg, we understand that choosing 

the right place to study and nurture your talent is one of 

the most important decisions you’ll ever make. And we are 

delighted to welcome you to study at one of our colleges at 

BIMM Institute Germany.  

 

I have been with BIMM Institute since we opened our doors 

in Bristol in 2008 and I am proud to have been involved in 

the setting up of both the Berlin and Hamburg colleges. My 

background in music and education is patchwork, having 

worked as in- house technical crew doing everything from 

building stages and rigging lights, to stage management 

and performing in bands in the UK and Berlin.  

 

At BIMM Institute, I have held roles in Student Services, in 

various Course Leader positions, been Head of Education, 

and am now College Principal for BIMM Institute Germany. 

I hope that this gives me a broad perspective of what it 

requires to be a diverse practitioner in my field. However, 

more importantly, it means that I have seen the student 

experience from many angles, and I seek to bring a holistic 

and student-centred approach to the colleges.  

 

I believe that BIMM Institute’s greatest asset is the 

people it attracts and nurtures. In both cities, our teams 

are current practitioners in the music industry who are 

focused on ensuring that your learning experience is of the 

highest quality. But also, it is the students who, each year, 

bring new skills, interests, and experiences to enrich our 

wonderful creative communities at both sites.  

BIMM Institute Hamburg students will attend lessons 

taught in English-language at a range of state-of-the-art 

professional facilities. As a student – whether you are a 

German national who has chosen to study a degree in 

English or if you have moved to Germany for your studies 

– your decision to study at BIMM Institute in Germany 

is already bold. It’s a great starting point for a creative 

education and career.  

 

Having been an international student myself, I recognise 

the challenges that different learning environments 

present, and value the benefits of learning outside of the 

curriculum that comes with this. Our diverse student 

cohorts at BIMM Institute Germany are one of our greatest 

resources. As a member of our colleges, you will establish 

yourself in our network that will provide inspiration, 

mentorship, and connectivity to the industry.  

 

It is a privilege to be part of the community that is BIMM 

Institute and to support the development of the next 

generation of music industry professionals. The whole 

team here at BIMM Institute Germany look forward to 

getting to know you as individuals, as you, our students, 

adapt to the changing industry. You’ll also change 

the industry by inventing new ways of creating and 

experiencing music – and carving new pathways to 

explore a life in music.  

 

Anna Marks 

College Principal 

BIMM Institute Berlin and BIMM Institute Hamburg



4 5

About Hamburg

Historically, Hamburg has always been a city built around 

trade and commerce – but this certainly doesn’t mean it 

is lacking imagination or personality, for example.  

 

Its financial stability allows artists and musicians to be 

truly creative knowing there’s solid backing behind them. 

The city’s economic prowess has seen global music brands 

like Warner Music Central Europe base their operations 

here. It’s confident and fun, but never far from rebellious 

undertones expressed in Sternschanze’s colourful graffiti, 

or on stage at one of St. Pauli’s many alternative clubs.  

John Lennon once said: “I might have been born in 

Liverpool, but I grew up in Hamburg.” When The Beatles 

made Hamburg their home from 1960 to 1962 they played 

legendary venues Indra and Molotow – honing their 

performance, songwriting skills and image – before being 

brought to the attention of Brian Epstein and, ultimately, 

the world.  

 

Today, Hamburg is an electrifying place for emerging 

musicians. Every September, the Reeperbahn Festival 

hosts over 800 live music events across 70 venues, 

featuring many BIMM Institute students. This just goes to 

show that, while the Fab Four might have been the first to 

launch their music careers in Hamburg, they were simply 

the start of many more to come!  

 

BIMM Institute Hamburg is situated close to the 

Reeperbahn and Schanzenviertel, at the heart of St. Pauli – 

and holds a key position in Hamburg’s music scene. 
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BIMM student Anna Hirschgänger takes us 
on her personal tour of one of the greatest 
cities in the world.

 Anna Hirschgänger

What to Do First  

There’s a lot of great stuff to do in Hamburg, but one of the 

first things I recommend doing is taking the underground 

(‘U-Bahn’) to the Landungsbrücken right at the Elbe 

river. From there, you can see our famous concert hall, 

the Elbphilharmonie, sit down at the promenade with a 

beautiful view of the harbour or go on a little trip on a ferry 

boat. They are part of the public transportation network 

and free to use with your daily train ticket. 

From the Landungsbrücken it’s actually not too far to 

Hamburg’s club- and red-light district, the Reeperbahn. 

The Beatles spent the early years of their career here and 

you should consider walking down the bustling street to 

see where they first started.  

 

See The Different Sides Of Hamburg 

Hamburg presents itself in many different ways. The old 

warehouse district (‘Speicherstadt’) with its beautiful 

architecture from the 19th and 20th centuries forms an 

interesting contrast to the city’s newest district HafenCity. 

St. Pauli and the Schanzenviertel are Hamburg’s more 

alternative and creative districts where most of the local 

music industry is concentrated. The historic Gängeviertel, 

located in the city centre and surrounded by modern 

office buildings offers a creative place for music, arts, 

community, discussion and diversity. 

 

Live Music  

The city offers lots of clubs, bars and live venues for an 

amazing night out. The Reeperbahn is definitely the best 

place to go to experience Hamburg’s vibrant nightlife. 

Gruenspan, Molotow, Uebel & Gefaehrlich, Mojo 

and Knust are all awesome venues located around St. Pauli 

and the Sternschanze. Monkeys Music Club, Freundlich + 

Kompetent and Birdland are great places to go to for 

open mic nights and if you are up to a fun night of 

karaoke, I recommend Thai Oase.  

Culture  

The Hamburger Kunsthalle, the Deichtorhallen and the 

Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe are only a few of the great 

art museums to go to. If you like watching movies you 

should definitely visit the Savoy Cinema. It’s absolutely 

gorgeous and shows many movies in original language. The 

Thalia Theater is my favourite theatre in the city. Most of 

its productions are more contemporary and not too pricey. 

St. Pauli is famous for being where The Beatles first 

started gigging. And if you’re a mega Beatles fans, you can 

join walking tours that call in at all the clubs and bars that 

John, Paul, George and Ringo called their locals. 

Look out for: The doorway in the Reeperbahn district 

where John Lennon nonchalantly leans on the cover of his 

solo album, Rock n’ Roll. 

 

Shopping  

Zardoz records and Michelle records are my go-to record 

stores in Hamburg. Altona and Schanzenviertel are the 

best neighbourhoods to shop for second-hand and more 

alternative clothing and every Saturday, there is the 

Flohschanze flea market that is definitely worth 

checking out. 

Our main shopping mile, the Mönckebergstraße, is located 

in the city centre near our beautiful town hall and the 

Alster river. If you are exhausted from a long shopping day 

you should relax with a drink at Strand Pauli right at the 

Elbe river. 

 

Must-Sees in the City  

One thing that makes Hamburg really special to me is 

the amount of nature in the city and its proximity to the 

water. You should not miss out on all the beautiful parks 

here. My personal favourite is Planten un Blomen but the 

Stadtpark is absolutely wonderful as well. If it’s a sunny 

day I recommend renting a canoe and going on a little trip 

down the Alster river. 

My Hamburg
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About BIMM Institute Hamburg

We are proud to welcome students to our brand-new 

teaching space near the Karostar Musikhaus, St. Pauli, 

Hamburg. Our new college is a real paradise for music 

aficionados, and right in the epicentre of Hamburg’s 

music industry.  

 

We will be lucky to have over 40 music companies as our 

neighbours, including the iconic record store Hanseplatte, 

the music marketing experts of KRANZMUSIK, La Lupa 

Music Publishing, and Knust, one of Hamburg’s most iconic 

clubs. Knust has hosted gigs from world-renowned artists 

such as Napalm Death, Ty Segall and Buzzcocks. You can 

enjoy the ‘Knust Acoustics’ that take place outside in the 

sunny square during the summer months, just next door 

to our college. You’ll be rubbing shoulders with the most 

prestigious event promoters, venue managers, music 

producers and artists from around the globe. BIMM Institute 

Hamburg has Ableton Certified Training Centre status. This 

means that you’ll begin your music career in our bright and 

comfortable classrooms, soundproofed performance spaces, 

high-tech production facilities, top-of-the- range Mac suites, 

backline-fitted rehearsal studios, and Music Production 

students 

have access to recording facilities at Chefrock Studios. 

Not bad, right? 

 

BIMM Institute Hamburg Facilites:  Karostar Musikhaus, 

St. Pauli 

 

State-of-the-Art Facilities  

As a student, you will have access to a range of incredible 

facilities at BIMM Institute Hamburg, including:  

 

• Two Ableton Certified Mac suites with the latest Apple 

hardware and all the industry-standard software installed, 

such as Pro Tools, Logic Pro, Ableton Live Suite, Native 

Instruments Komplete and a wide range of fantastic third-

party plugins and software instruments  

• Multi-purpose rooms equipped with high-spec full backline, 

akin to a professional venue, with excellent acoustic 

treatment and soundproofing 

• Lecture rooms where lessons and industry 

Masterclasses will take place  

• Development/Production room to put down a killer vocal, 

demo your latest track, experiment with new sounds and 

instruments, or work out that tricky arrangement with your 

bandmates. 

• Tutorial rooms to provide space for you to meet your 

lecturers, receive careers advice, or have pastoral guidance 

from our friendly Student Support Team. You’ll be given 

an allocated number of hours per term for one- on-one, 

bespoke tutorials with our expert industry lecturers  

• An Atrium in our Reception area.  

 

As a Music Production student, your production classes will 

be taught at professional recording studio Chefrock Studios 

with its main control room – equipped with an analogue 

Neumann console – and a vast range of analogue outboard 

equipment. Chefrock Studios also boasts a large recording 

room, a vocal booth, and a client lounge. Our close ties 

with the music industry mean that as a Performance or 

Songwriting student, you will have your group performance 

classes in the live music venue, Jolly Jumper. This lets you 

practice performing in a real-life setting, right in the heart 

of Sternschanze.  

 

Exclusive External Facilities and Partnerships

We have very close partnerships with leading European 

companies and reputable Hamburg organisations, such 

as FKP Scorpio, Warner Music Central Europe, Audiolith 

Records, PIAS Records, iZotope, and Ableton. 

Because of these connections, you’ll have access to industry 

internships, work placements and networking opportunities 

that you won’t find anywhere else. 

Credit: imago images/xim.gs
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BIMM Institute Hamburg Lecturers
——

Rick Mcphail 
Songwriting and Performance
Rick started his music career 
at six-years-old as an Elvis 
impersonator for his parents. 
Today, he plays live guitar and 
keyboards for German chart-
toppers Tocotronic. Prior to this, 
Rick performed in bands such as 
post-punk rockers Dish H2O and 
Venus Vegas, as well as playing 
keyboards for electronic pioneer 
Karl Bartos (ex-Kraftwerk). In 1999, 
he moved to Hamburg Germany. 
Since 2000 he has involved himself 
in further side projects including 
Glacier (of Maine) and his current 
band, Mint Mind.

Peta Devlin 
Songwriting and Production
After arriving in Hamburg in the 
late 1980s, Peta spent the next 
decade performing and recording 
with the renowned pop band Die 
Braut haut ins Auge. Since the 
band disbanded in 2000, Peta has 
played everything from punk to 
country and collaborated with a 
variety of bands including Bela B. 
As a studio and live sound engineer 
and producer, Peta has worked 
with some of the best bands to 
come out of Hamburg such as 
Die Sterne, Blumfeld, Tocotronic 
and Die Goldenen Zitronen. Peta 
also owns a small studio where 
she produces radio plays, and 
writes and records music for radio, 
theatre and film.

Jörg Tresp 
Music Business
Jörg has been running his own 
label DevilDuck Records for 16 
years and is passionate about 
artist development. He is currently 
opening offices in Canada, 
Australia and the USA to expand 
his artists’ global reach. Before 
launching his own label, Tresp 
worked for Warner Music Germany 
for seven years as their Head of 
Rock/Alternative. He also worked 
in label management for Sub Pop 
and other indie labels form the 
USA and Canada. He has extensive 
experience in artist management.  
Also an experienced teacher, Jörg 
has been teaching music business 
for over 12 years.  

Yak Bondy 
Songwriting 
Top songwriter and producer 
Yak has worked with numerous 
multi- platinum record selling 
artists, including S Club 7, Annie 
Lennox, Lisa Stansfield, Mark 
Morrison, Erykah Badu, Holly 
Valance and Melanie C. His 
writing and production skills have 
created hit singles such as Emma 
Bunton’s ‘Maybe’ and Amy Studt’s 
‘Just A Little Girl’. Yak is also a 
versatile musician whose work 
has been recorded across the 
globe by diverse artists such as 
A.R. Rahman and Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan, Embrace, Placebo, Rachel 
Stevens and Liberty X.  

Uwe Breunig 
Drums
Uwe started his career in 2003 as 
the drummer for Echo Music Prize 
winner Mellow Mark. 
Since then, he has worked as a 
studio drummer, live drummer 
and musical director for many 
notable artists in the German 
music industry, such as Thomas 
Gansch Big Band, Gentleman, Neue 
Frankfurter Philharmoniker and the 
first The Voice of Germany winner, 
Ivy Quainoo.  
Between the years of 2007–2017, 
Uwe and his band The Ruffcats 
worked for German soul singer 
Flo Mega, for whom he wrote and 
co-produced several songs. Since 
2014, he’s been the live drummer 
and MD of Germany’s number one 
hip hop artist Kontra K.  

Deniz Erarslan 
Guitar
Deniz studied Jazz/Pop Guitar 
at The Cologne Conservatory of 
Music and is a busy and in-demand 
guitarist from Hamburg. For more 
than ten years, he’s been the 
guitarist and co-songwriter 
of Hamburg-based indie rock 
band Fotos. Together they have 
released four critically acclaimed 
underground records. Deniz has 
toured across the world and played 
major festival stages in the United 
States and Japan. He currently 
plays live and in the studio for the 
established German acts BOY, 
Clueso and GLORIA. He can also be 
seen on national TV every Monday 
night as part of the house band of 
Late Night Berlin.
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BIMM Institute Hamburg Courses

Undergraduate Courses:

• BMus (Hons) Popular Music Performance (Vocals, Guitar, Bass, Drums) 

• BMus (Hons) Songwriting 

• BA (Hons) Music Production*  

• BA (Hons) Music Business  

 

All of our courses are validated by BIMM Institute. Each one starts in late September and is taught over two semesters, 

each 15-weeks long.***  

* Subject to validation.  

For full course information, fees and entry requirements visit: bimm-institute.de  

Please note that all courses are subject to change and availability.  

——

http://bimm-institute.de
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Your City
——

Location   

Our main teaching space is currently located at:  

Neuer Kamp 30

20357 Hamburg  

Parking is very limited within the area. Remember that 

you’ll need to take into consideration the cost of travelling, 

and the time it will take to get into BIMM Hamburg, when 

making any accommodation decisions. The college’s 

nearest U-Bahn station is Feldstraße on the U3, closest 

stop 1 min walk. The The buslines 3, X3 and 17 also stop 

right in front of the college.  

We expect many of our new students to live within a short 

distance of the college. However, you may wish to consider 

living slightly further away and commuting into St. Pauli, 

especially if you’re already settled in Hamburg.  

 

We recommend the following areas, some of which are 

within walking distance of BIMM Hamburg or a short 

commute:  

 

• St. Pauli  • Altona-Nord

• Karolinenviertel • Bahrenfeld 

• Schanzenviertel • Eimsbüttel 

• Ottensen  • Hoheluft 

Living Costs  

It goes without saying that you should be realistic about 

budgeting for your time at BIMM. It’s essential that you have 

enough money for the duration of your course.  

International students may not be able to work under the 

conditions of their Student Visa. If you hold a Student Visa, 

then you should refer to the Visa page of your passport 

for further information about any working restrictions that 

may apply. Here you can find further information on the 

types of visa and application processes: www.study-in- 

germany.de/en/plan-your-studies/requirements - However, 

if you’re able to work, don’t assume any part-time earnings 

will fully cover your living costs and accommodation.  

Remember: your student experience is as much about your 

social life as it is about learning. Plan how much spare cash 

you have for socialising and try not to spend too much in 

the first few weeks.  

Consider what you want to do in advance and how you can 

keep costs manageable. Have a look at top tips online for 

how to keep your costs down and within budget.  

This website www.budgettraveller.org is useful for seeing 

what you can do for free in your spare time, along with 

cheap places to eat and other helpful tips to save money.  

 

Transport  

Public transport throughout Hamburg is both inexpensive 

and reliable, with a combination of buses, underground and 

suburban trains serving the metropolitan area. The city is 

also extremely bicycle-friendly, with dedicated cycle paths 

and plenty of secure storage. 

You can download the HVV app or look on the HVV website 

www.hvv.de/en to plan your journeys around Hamburg and 

for details on ticket prices. 

If you are going to use public transport very regularly, then 

you can also purchase monthly or annual passes to help 

save you money. 

Map showing S-Bahn and U-Bahn routes to BIMM Hamburg 

from nearby areas. Major stations and local stations near to 

BIMM are shown. Bus routes are not shown. Our students 

are eligible for the reduced student rate. Please come and 

see reception for the needed proof to buy a reduced ticket.

Discount on Public Transport (HVV) 

Students at BIMM Institute Hamburg are eligible to a 

student discount to the public transport (HVV – Hamburger 

Verkehrsbetriebe). With a proof of entitlement stamped 

by us and filled in with the student’s personal details, the 

student will receive his or her ticket at an HVV service point. 

Please find further information over here.

 

https://www.study-in
http://germany.de/en/plan-your-studies/requirements/
http://www.budgettraveller.org/?s=Hamburg
http://www.hvv.de/en
https://www.hvv.de/en/tickets/weekly-monthly-tickets/tickets-for-students
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Music Resources
——

Hamburg hosts a variety of Europe’s biggest and most 

important music companies. Have a look at some of the 

businesses you could be rubbing shoulders with every day: 

• Warner Central Europe 

• Reeperbahn Festival 

• MS Dockville 

• PIAS Germany 

• Audiolith 

• Kontor Records 

• Believe Digital GmbH 

• IHM (Interessengemeinschaft Hamburger 

Musikwirtschaft) 

• Rockcity Hamburg e.V. 

• FKP Scorpio 

• Chrefrock Studios 
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Accommodation Guide
——

Where Should I Be Looking? 

BIMM Institute Hamburg  

Neuer Kamp 30  

20357 Hamburg  

 

Remember that you’ll need to take into consideration the 

cost of travelling, and the time it will take to get into BIMM 

Hamburg, when making any accommodation decisions.  

We recommend the following areas, some of which are 

within walking distance of BIMM Hamburg or a short 

commute:  

• St. Pauli 

• Karolinenviertel  

• Schanzenviertel  

• Ottensen 

• Altona-Nord 

• Bahrenfeld 

• Eimsbüttel 

• Hoheluft  

 

How much can I expect to spend?  

The amount you’ll pay very much depends upon the type 

of accommodation you choose – for example, the privacy 

of a one-bedroom apartment will cost considerably more 

than a three-bedroom flatshare. As with all cities, where you 

live will affect the price: opting for lodgings right next to a 

U-Bahn line in the centre of a key nightlife district will take 

more from your wallet each month than somewhere a little 

further out.  

The following sections give some indication of the rough 

prices you should expect to pay across the different options. 

 

House Hunting   

Finding accommodation in Hamburg can be competitive, so 

make sure that you have all your documents ready and are 

prepared to spend a good amount of time looking for a flat 

share or apartment to avoid disappointment. There are also 

some important aspects to understand before you embark 

upon the excitement of hunting down your digs.  

 

Private Lettings   

Please familiarise yourself with the three different kinds of 

rental: mieten means to rent or to let, and refers to a direct 

contract between you and a landlord, while untermieten 

means to sub-let – renting a room from someone who 

themselves has a contract with the landlord. A WG, or 

Wohngemeinschaft, is a flat share, in which a group of 

people will come together to rent a property on equal terms. 

The European accommodation portal WG-Gesucht.de is 

a great free place to look for these, and local newspapers 

and community freesheets regularly advertise apartments 

and rooms. Alternatively, you could sign up with one of 

the Mitwohnzentralen – accommodation agencies that 

specialise in filling rooms across the city, or even join and 

message the BIMM Hamburg Student Facebook group to 

find others heading to the city who are looking for people 

to share with.  

You can also search for other public groups to ask 

about flatshares.  

 

Accommodation Providers and Letting  Agencies   

The list of accommodation providers in our Hamburg 

Accommodation Guide may be useful for you to look 

into when deciding where to live when you first move to 

Hamburg, and may offer a simple solution to quickly secure 

accommodation giving you time to source a rental or flat 

share at a later point. 

Please note that not all the agents in our guide have not 

been visited or vetted by BIMM Institute Hamburg, and you 

should therefore research thoroughly to make an informed 

decision.

You will find further detailed information in our Hamburg 

Student Accommodation Guide, where you’ll have 

everything you need to get settled and get your BIMM 

Institute journey started. We’ve covered everything from 

house-hunting tips, how to get to our college from different 

areas, information around letting agencies and loads more.

http://WG-Gesucht.de
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bimmhamburgstudentgroup
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/accommodation
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Visa Information 
& Health Insurance
——

Health Insurance

All students at BIMM Institute (including non-EU students 

since last year) are eligible for cover under TK insurance. 

Health insurance is a legal requirement for all residents in 

Germany.

TK (Techniker Krankenkasse) is a German public healthcare 

provider which offers, in addition to comprehensive medical 

services, a Welcome to Germany Service, which supports 

foreign students with an English-speaking team during their 

arrival in Germany.

Please find current information for students including 

monthly fees over here.

The UK may have left the EU, but here at BIMM Institute, we 

are determined to keep our community of creative students 

as diverse and vibrant post-Brexit as always. We are 

committed to being a friendly international community. 

And we want to make sure you have all the information you 

need about Brexit and how it affects you. Whether you’re 

looking to study at BIMM Institute or are a current student, 

our Brexit Information page should help answer any 

questions you may have. 

BIMM Institute is a British organisation, but our colleges 

in Germany are fully registered as a provider of academic 

degrees to our students, and also as an employer to our 

lecturers and support staff. We have worked hard to 

establish state-of-the-art facilities in the heart of Berlin and 

Hamburg and deliver industry-leading education to our 

students. In short, we are here to stay. 

EU, Swiss or EEA students

If you are an EU, Swiss or EEA student, you can move to 

Germany and begin your studies at BIMM Institute without 

the need for a visa. All you need to do is register with the 

local authorities within 2-weeks of your arrival to let them 

know you’re here. 

 

Non-EU or UK students

If you are a non-EU or UK student, you may need to apply for 

a visa to study at BIMM Institute. You can get immigration 

and visa support throughout your time with us – from 

when you apply to when you graduate. Germany offers very 

positive terms for international students, including the right 

to work a certain number of hours per week during your 

studies, which could greatly help you engage with the music 

industry during the semester or holiday periods as well as 

have part-time employment to support your living costs. 

The process of applying and being awarded a visa can 

be completed directly with the local German embassy in 

your country of origin and takes approximately 25-days to 

complete.

Further information on applying for a student visa, and a list 

of overseas German embassies, can be found here: 

www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/zugastimaa/

buergerservice 

https://www.tk.de/en/service-faqs/contributions/contribution-students-2038022
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/zugastimaa/buergerservice
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aamt/zugastimaa/buergerservice
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Join Us in Hamburg

To apply to BIMM Institute Hamburg, please contact our 

Admissions Team or use the online application form at 

bimm-institute.de/how-to-apply. 

 

We can’t wait for you to join us in this incredible city – 

and start your career (and life) in music.  

 

Neuer Kamp 30

20357 Hamburg

 

Phone: +49 40 874 09 632 

Email: hamburg@bimm-institute.de  

Web: www.bimm-institute.de  

BIMMHamburg

bimm_hamburg

tvbimm

BIMM_hamburg

http://bimm-institute.de/how-to-apply
mailto:hamburg@bimm-institute.de
http://www.bimm-institute.de
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