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1. Introduction

This course handbook is the primary source of information for your course, MA Popular
Music Practice; however, it should be used in conjunction with the following sources of
information. The course is delivered at BIMM Institute, part of BIMM University.

BIMM Institute College Homepage

Your BIMM Institute College Homepage can be found through bimmstudents.com by
selecting your college. Once you have selected your college, navigate to College and Course
Information where you will find your College Homepage and Course Homepage links.

This contains important information on the following:

1 Key contacts
9 College procedures
9 Facilities information
9 Useful tips for studying and living in your college’s city
9 Student Services
1 General Health & Well-being
I Events, Masterclasses, Careers & Industry
9 Artist Development & A&R
9 Term dates can be found here.
BIMMStudents.com

bimmstudents.com is a one-stop portal for all key electronic resources and services
students will require during their studies including the following:

Microsoft Office 365 (including emails, cloud storage and apps)
Lesson Timetables

E-Library & Journals

Room bookings

IT Support and resources

BIMM Extra

BIMM Institute’s Virtual Learning Environment (Canvas)

BIMM e-Books

Creative Industries, Guests & Careers - Masterclasses and Career development
Tutorial booking

BIMM Connect - Student networking
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https://bimmstudents.com/
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/term-dates/
http://www.bimmstudents.com/
https://bimm.instructure.com/login/canvas
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Canvas

Canvas is BIMM University’s Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). It is an online space
containing materials and tools to support and enhance students’ learning experience. This
platform is an integral part of the student experience at BIMM Institute. It is not only an
online extension of the classroom but is also the place where students will submit digital
assignments and receive grades and feedback.

It also contains a wealth of valuable guidance to support students during their studies. It
hosts important information on assessment deadlines, guides to each module on the
course, and student services information. Each module on the course has a dedicated space
where students can access materials used in class and additional study resources.

Students will find links to college news and networking forums, annual monitoring reports,
college Board of Studies and Student Representation forum minutes, and much more.

Module Specifications

The Module Specifications for this course are made available electronically online here and
individually via the Course Structure Section of this handbook.

BIMM University Academic Regulations

Information on plagiarism, word counts, and further assessment guidelines can be found via
the Postgraduate Academic Regulations and the Student Assessment Handbook.

BIMM University Policies

All student-facing policies can be found on the BIMM website, under “Student Policies and
Regulations™.

Procedures relating directly to student complaints and appeals can be found here.

2. Student Responsibilities

You are expected to attend classes and submit work for assessment as well as engage in the
required amount of self-directed study as quantified in the module specifications.
Expectations around student engagement is outlined in our Student Engagement Policy.

Library resources are supplied through the BIMM University electronic library and dedicated
physical reading rooms, and you are expected to use these resources in their own time.


https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/sites/ModuleDocumentation/SitePages/BIMM-Institute-Awarded-Courses.aspx
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/document/academic-regulations-postgraduate/?v=1694785504
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/assessment-handbook-students/
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/governance-and-quality/policies-procedures-and-key-documents/
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/governance-and-quality/policies-procedures-and-key-documents/
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/appeals-and-complaints/
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/sites/ModuleDocumentation/SitePages/BIMM-Institute-Awarded-Courses.aspx
https://www.bimm.ac.uk/student-engagement
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Referencing - The Harvard Reference System (HRS)

When researching a topic for any written assignment (e.g. essay, report or dissertation),
students are expected to make use of a variety of sources including books, journal articles,
newspaper articles, web pages and audio-visual material.

At BIMM University we use the Harvard Reference System. According to this system, we
acknowledge our sources within text (in-text citations) and by including a Reference List at
the end of the work.

Please see the Undergraduate Academic Study Skills: 4th Edition e-book on the Academic
Study Skills site here for further details on how to reference work.

3. Key Course Staff

All staff contributing to the course are highly experienced practitioners, and the majority
have degrees or post-graduate qualifications.

Key Course staff names and contact details can be found on your Course Homepage, which
can be found on bimmstudents.com.

Details of the lecturer with responsibility for a particular module can be found on the
relevant module pages on Canvas.

4, Graduate Attributes

Advanced practitioner

MAPMP graduates will be advanced practitioners within their chosen field of popular music
practice. They will be resilient, autonomous and enterprising, and empowered to take charge
of their creativity and professional development.

Creative and open to change

MAPMP graduates will endorse creativity, innovation and technological change, working at
the forefront of their discipline. They will exhibit awareness of and appreciation for the
diverse and complex contexts that they will work in.

Research-literate and ethical

MAPMP graduates’ practice stems from the interplay between research and practice and is
grounded in theory and knowledge of their audience and marketplace. They create knowledge
through practical work and their research activities are informed by ethical considerations.

Collaborative and inclusive

MAPMP graduates will be able to collaborate with individuals from diverse backgrounds,
demonstrating awareness of issues surrounding equality, diversity and inclusivity. They are
able to give and receive feedback responsibly.


https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/sites/AcademicStudyArea
https://bimmstudents.com/
https://bimm.instructure.com/login/canvas
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Effective communicator
MAPMP graduates will communicate multifaceted information and ideas clearly and
confidently both verbally and in writing.

Information-literate
MAPMP graduates are able to navigate the complexities of the digital era and critically
evaluate information. They will engage in evidence-based decision-making.

Value-led and reflective

MAPMP graduates’ practice is informed by a good understanding of what their values are, and
they make use of reflective models to guide their personal and professional development.

5. BA (Hons) MA Popular Music Practice Course Specification

Full Title of Course & MA Popular Music Practice

Award:

Mode of Attendance: Full-time/part-time

Length of Course: This course is taught as a 1-year full time or 2-year part
time course at level 7.

Start Date: T Initial validation: 2019

9 First cohort intake: 2019/20

Awarding Institution:
Teaching Institution:
Language of Study

Final Award:

FHEQ Level:

Minimum Period of
Registration:

Maximum Period of
Registration:

BIMM University
BIMM Institute
English

MA Popular Music Practice (Entrepreneurship) / MA

Popular Music Practice (Performance) / MA Popular Music

Practice (Production) / MA Popular Music Practice
(Composition)

180 credits at Level 7

1year (Full Time)/2 years (Part Time)

2 years (Full Time / 3 Years (Part Time)
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Admissions Criteria: A good degree (normally 2.2 or above) or significant
professional experience in the creative arts/industries. All
applicants will be subject to interview and a portfolio may
also be requested for Recognition of Prior Certified &
Experiential Learning (RPCEL)

Date of Course August 2019
Specification:

6. Course Aims

MA Popular Music Practice offers you the opportunity to deepen your practice through
engagement with research while positioning yourself within the creative industries.

You are supported to explore your own areas of interest, applying a theoretical lens to your
own and others’ professional practice. The MA draws on contemporary research and
encourages you to investigate areas such as: popular musicology; performance and
composition as research; music industry and entrepreneurship research; and research in the
application of technologies to practice.

The MA utilises an outcomes-based framework to provide personalised learning. All
assessments are negotiated on an individual basis against module learning outcomes,
allowing you to explore your own interests in alignment with your personal, professional and
creative aspirations.

MA Popular Music Practice is a single qualification with the capacity to provide specialist-
named awards including:

MA Popular Music Practice (Entrepreneurship)
MA Popular Music Practice (Performance)

MA Popular Music Practice (Production)

MA Popular Music Practice (Composition)
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Through undertaking four 30-credit modules, you will develop your practice in regular one-
to-ones with specialist tutors, investigate links between research and practice and explore
the contemporary popular music industry to establish how your practice fits in. The final 60-
credit Major Project module allows you to produce an extended output that defines the
naming of your award.
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7. Course Structure

Course Structure (FT)

FHE
Q Module Title
Level

MPM701 7 Popular Music Practice and Research 30
MPM702 7 You and the Popular Music Industry 30
MPM703 7 Popular Music and Technology 30
MPM704 7 Exploring Collaborative Practice 30
MPM705 7 Major Project 60



https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EjHy6FfuS7pFtqcnoqMdwaEBHY90F1K7-offzjWjbr6ihQ?e=y4TLs3
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/Ei0usdkYo2VHjYN6RgrUlFsBN2kVkQkzRU5LlDmwttSsPA?e=gSzRvd
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EqtlFLVXFZVGrndtkw1oF0UBj6CoyvCtIxdtY1hMHKMhsA?e=eal9Fw
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EpvEIux54z9Op-IEOM09JeIB-k2UzfczUX1cvTeHmJVrwg?e=Hm8g4D
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EqFDieTx8eNNjpGx9nsEH_sBozgSYULq3shuQzdmRRxABQ?e=i3tW4a
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Course Structure (PT)

MPM701 7 Popular Music Practice and Research 30

MPM704 7 Exploring Collaborative Practice 30
Year 2

MPM702 7 You and the Popular Music Industry 30

MPM703 7 Popular Music and Technology 30

MPM705 7 Major Project 60

Please note that the offering of option modules in individual colleges and in any given
academic year will be subject to the availability of resources and sufficient student interest.

8.  Higher Education Strategy

BIMM University is committed to providing high quality teaching and support for its students by
addressing the differentiated needs of individual learners and ensures that all students have



https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EjHy6FfuS7pFtqcnoqMdwaEBHY90F1K7-offzjWjbr6ihQ?e=y4TLs3
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EpvEIux54z9Op-IEOM09JeIB-k2UzfczUX1cvTeHmJVrwg?e=Hm8g4D
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/Ei0usdkYo2VHjYN6RgrUlFsBN2kVkQkzRU5LlDmwttSsPA?e=gSzRvd
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EqtlFLVXFZVGrndtkw1oF0UBj6CoyvCtIxdtY1hMHKMhsA?e=eal9Fw
https://bimmnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/ModuleDocumentation/EqFDieTx8eNNjpGx9nsEH_sBozgSYULq3shuQzdmRRxABQ?e=i3tW4a







